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NAVIGATING FROM GREENOCK TO GLASGOW

e Check the Peelports Notices to Mariners. These are promulgated at
clubs and marinas, and can be viewed and downloaded from
www.peelports.com > operational > information.

Reporting Points (VHF Ch 12) on the River Clyde are - see
symbols on chart.

Vessels planning an upriver passage should contact their destination or
berth before proceeding.

The speed limit upstream of Cloch Point is 12 knots, and 5 knots at
locations marked by 'Dead Slow' notice boards. Due regard must be
paid to the effect of your wash — see Peelports Notices to Mariners.

The River Clyde Channel inwards from No1 Buoy is deemed to be a
"Narrow Channel" as referred to in Rule 9 of the ColRegs. Vessels
manoeuvring under sail alone are not considered appropriate in
this area. All vessels navigating in this area are reminded of their
obligations under the Rules for Narrow Channels

Deep draught vessels must
stay in narrow channels.

Other craft: KEEP CLEAR!

A

Vessels under way E of Bowling must proceed under power only.

The pontoon berth at Queens Quay, Clydebank can be used by
visiting craft. Contact Clydebank Re-built: 0141 951 3420.

Navigation of the River Cart should only be undertaken in daylight.
Information from Renfrewshire Council: 0300 300 0330 (office hours).

e The pontoon berth at Braehead is not currently available for berthing.

e Craft within or passing Rothesay Dock, where there is a fuel berth,
must extinguish all naked lights.

River Leven Entrance

If you are proceeding upstream of the opening bridges at Glasgow Science
Centre you must know your air draught, and also determine the overhead bridge
clearances for the tide level at the time of passage, by calculation in advance,
and on arrival by checking the height of the tide at the tide board at Yorkhill
Quay, which gives the height of the tide above chart datum. Tide boards en route
can also be consulted (see diagrams above).

The opening Millennium Bridge (or Science Centre Bridge) is operated by the
Glasgow Science Centre who can be contacted on 0141 420 5030 or

07733 889056. Between 0900-1700 1 hours notice is required and between
1700-0900 3 hours notice is required.

Bells Bridge is operated by Silvers Marine; 07815 869609 (mobile). At least 2
hours notice is required.

Note: The bridges cannot be opened in wind speeds of more than 20 mph (17
knots).

e Berthing at Glasgow. For Kelvin Harbour berths call 0141 357 3699;

Crowne Plaza berths can be booked by calling the SECC on 0141 275 6270.

The pontoon facility at Pacific Quay and the Broomielaw pontoon are
operated by Glasgow City Council (GCC).

Information on GCC facilities can be obtained by phoning 0141 287
9028 (0800 - 1700), or 0141 276 1585 (1700 — 0800).

Information is also available on the website www.riverclydeusers.info

e All vessels should maintain a continuous listening watch on VHF Channels 16
and 12 (Clydeport Estuary Radio), and observe the mandatory reporting points.

NAVIGATION UPSTREAM OF GLASGOW WEIR

e Sub-surface hazards exist upstream of Albert Bridge (W side).

* Vessels can only transit Glasgow Weir when high tide levels reach and
exceed the impounded upstream level of 4.17m above chart datum.
Predicted levels may not be achieved.

® Berthing upstream of the Weir is very limited.

¢ For safety reasons the Weir should if possible be traversed in daylight.

® The Weir access phone number is 0141 276 1585. Vessels can arrange
passage through the Weir by phoning this number at any time. Advance
notice is advisable.

e The Council takes no responsibility if river water levels or conditions make

passage through the Weir impossible. Users navigate at their own risk.
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THE ROYAL NAVY - WARSHIPS

A number of different types of warships including submarines use the
Gareloch, Loch Long and the Firth of Clyde Channel. The ships vary
from small mine hunters to large submarines and warships. Larger
vessels will remain within the Narrow Channel, where Rule 9 applies.

Warships should not be approached closer than 250 metres, as they
may be on exercise and may make unexpected and large alterations
in course or speed.

SUBMARINES
Submarines operate on the Clyde all year round.

Whilst moving through the Clyde, they will be on the surface. Subma-
rines are not especially manoeuverable on the surface and will follow
the channels.

They may be escorted by security vessels, especially police launches
and inflatables. Other vessels should observe Rule 9, giving these
vessels a wide berth. Police vessels will intercept vessels which come
too close, particularly if they are likely to embarrass the safe navigation
of the vessel.

Both the police vessels and the submarine will monitor VHF Channels
16 and 12 whilst in the Clydeport area.

Because of the submarines’ low freeboard, they are often difficult to see
even in daytime, they also have a low radar signature so it is prudent to
keep a good look out and to monitor VHF.

Submarines travelling to or from Faslane will require the Rhu Restricted
Channel to be closed to other traffic which is signalled using the Port
Closure Lights at Faslane and Rosneath Lattice Tower.

At night, the submarine will display an amber flashing light to assist with
detection. It is important to bear in mind that the navigation lights are
mostly housed on the fin, giving the submarine the appearance of being
much smaller than it is. The diagram below shows the arrangement:

WARSHIPS

A large number of warships of all NATO nations and classes can be
seen on the Clyde in the spring and autumn as well as occasionally
throughout the year.

These vessels will use the navigation channels to transit through the
Clyde, observing the Rule of the Road as any other power driven vessel.
The vessels will also monitor VHF channels 16 and 12. The vessels pose
no hazard and can be easily seen.

Larger vessels approaching Faslane may require the Rhu Restricted
Channel to be closed to other traffic which will be indicated by the Port
Closure Lights.

Vessels should observe normal Rule of the Road and not approach
warships for a 'closer look', in case this impedes the safe passage of
the vessel.

MINE HUNTERS

A number of small warships used for mine countermeasures are also
deployed from Faslane. These vessels may be found anywhere around
the Clyde and may not stick to the navigational channels whilst
engaged in mine hunting.

Whilst engaged in mine hunting, these vessels will display three all
round green lights or three balls. One of these lights or shapes shall be
exhibited near the foremast head and one at each end of the fore yard
(see below).

These vessels are restricted in their ability to manoeuvre whilst these
lights and shapes are exhibited.lt is dangerous for another vessel to
approach within 1,000 metres when these signals are displayed.




